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S T O P S  I  –  I V In Search of Santa, Northern Lights & Orcas

1 ROVANIEMI
Finnish Lapland — on the Arctic Circle

W H AT  I T  C O S T S Santa Claus Village, husky and reindeer safaris, the Arctic SnowHotel. One guided aurora tour costs about three
nights of camping.

W I T H  T H E
C A M P E R

The last town with everything: supermarket, workshop, parts, laundry. Fill up with Arctic-grade diesel here; do
not arrive on a tank from home.

FREE The Arctic Circle line sits a few steps from the car park and costs nothing. The forest on Ounasvaara, ten
minutes from the centre, is dark enough for aurora with no tour at all.

Rovaniemi → Sodankylä → Saariselkä, 260 km on the E75 · ~4 h by camper. Maintained year-round; with three hours of light, leave at
nine.

2 SAARISELKÄ
Inari–Saariselkä, Finland

W H AT  I T  C O S T S The glass domes at Kakslauttanen, sold worldwide as the image of Lapland. A night there costs about a week of
this route.

W I T H  T H E
C A M P E R

It is a ski resort, with everything that implies: services open, character thin. The last comfortable base before
Finnmark. Use it as a base, not as a destination.

FREE Urho Kekkonen National Park starts at the edge of the village. The climb up Kaunispää takes 40 minutes and
hands you the whole horizon, aurora included, with no guide and no ticket.

Saariselkä → Ivalo → Inari, circa 70 km · ~1½ h by camper. The shortest stage of the route, and short on purpose.

3 INARI
Sámi Lapland, Finland

W H AT  I T  C O S T S Siida, the Sámi museum, the one place where the story of the land is told by the people of the land. Snowmobile
aurora tours on the frozen lake.

W I T H  T H E
C A M P E R

A campsite open in winter at the edge of the lake, though not every pitch has hook-ups — ask before you settle.
Two nights: the first is for the drive, the second for the sky.

FREE Lake Inari freezes and becomes the widest open sky on the route. Sajos, the Sámi parliament, is free to visit.

W H E R E  TO
S L E E P

Campsite · Uruniemi Camping, Inari · GPS 68.90304, 27.07251

Inari → Karigasniemi, border → Karasjok → Lakselv → Olderfjord → Alta, 370 km · ~7½ h by camper. Almost all of it in the dark.

4 ALTA
Finnmark, Norway — the first shot at whales

W H AT  I T  C O S T S Sorrisniva, the ice hotel rebuilt every winter. Whale safaris straight out of Altafjord, November to January: the
herring has moved closer to Finnmark.

W I T H  T H E
C A M P E R

Campsites open in winter, with power. Before you leave, check Sennalandet on vegvesen.no: the stretch towards
Hammerfest closes 5–15 days a winter and will rewrite your day.

FREE The Northern Lights Cathedral is visible from the street. Tours leave from the fjord, not three hours away as at
Skjervøy, and there are far fewer people.

W H E R E  TO
S L E E P

Campsite · Alta River Camping, Alta · GPS 69.92947, 23.26180

Alta → Langfjordbotn → Kvænangen, 120 km on the E6, along the fjord · ~2½ h by camper.
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S T O P S  V  –  V I I I In Search of Santa, Northern Lights & Orcas

5 KVÆNANGEN
Troms, Norway — the herring fjord

W H AT  I T  C O S T S RIB trips and orca snorkelling run from Burfjord and Sørstraumen while the herring is here. Drysuit included,
but none of it is cheap.

W I T H  T H E
C A M P E R

This is not a town, it is a fjord: a few houses, a jetty, black water. No services, no real shop. Arrive with full
tanks and food from Alta.

FREE Herring winters inside the fjord, so the whales blow a few hundred metres from shore. From the E6 between
Sørstraumen and Burfjord you watch them from land, with no boat.

Kvænangsfjellet, with the two tunnels opened in 2023–2024, closes far less often than it used to — but it still closes in a storm. Check
vegvesen.no in the morning. 60 km.

6 SKJERVØY
Troms, Norway — the critical point

W H AT  I T  C O S T S Since 2017, orcas, humpbacks and fin whales have gathered here between October and January. Daily trips by
large boat or RIB; the RIB puts you at water level.

W I T H  T H E
C A M P E R

A fishing village with a working harbour and parking at the quay. Services are village-scale, not resort-scale.
Two nights, non-negotiable — and the second is not a rest day.

FREE The buffer day is insurance, not leisure: trips are cancelled in wind, and with a single day here you statistically
go home with nothing.

Skjervøy → Storslett → Nordkjosbotn → Tromsø, 250 km on the E6 and E8 · ~5 h by camper. No ferries, deliberately.

7 TROMSØ
Troms, Norway — capital of the Arctic

W H AT  I T  C O S T S The Fjellheisen cable car, the Arctic Cathedral, husky safaris. Norwegian city prices, roughly double the Finnish
half of this route.

W I T H  T H E
C A M P E R

Tromsø Lodge & Camping: 54 pitches with power, open all year. That is the exception, not the rule — most
Norwegian campsites on this route close for winter.

FREE The sun does not rise between 27 November and 15 January, and the city runs normally in the dark. The library
and the quays are public.

W H E R E  TO
S L E E P

Campsite · Tromsø Lodge & Camping, Tromsø · GPS 69.64814, 19.01573

Tromsø → Nordkjosbotn → Skibotn → Kilpisjärvi, 180 km on the E8 · ~3½ h by camper. Can close in extreme wind.

8 KILPISJÄRVI
Finnish Lapland — the gate back

W H AT  I T  C O S T S Snowmobile safari to the three-country cairn. In December you are paying for a point on a map you cannot see
anyway.

W I T H  T H E
C A M P E R

One petrol station, one shop, one hotel. That is all. The loop closes through Muonio, Ylläs and Levi, where the
ski season is in full swing and services are open — the first civilisation in ten days.

FREE Saana, the most photographed mountain in Finland, is invisible in the polar night. In any other season this would
be the wild finale; in December it is a passage.

End of the loop. Kilpisjärvi → Karesuvanto → Muonio → Kittilä → Rovaniemi, 420 km. For the rest, see the next page.
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P R A C T I C A L  G U I D E

T H E  R O U T E  A T  A  G L A N C E

Distance ~1,800 km
Driving time ~34 h in all, without stops or waiting

for ferries
Recommended duration 13–15 days
Stage stops 8
Countries FI · NO
Farthest point Skjervøy, 70° N
Direction loop, via Norway
Vehicle camper ≤ 3.5 t
Best months Nov–Dec

G O O D  T O  K N O W  B E F O R E  Y O U  L E AV E

Before you leave, check Sennalandet on vegvesen.no: the stretch
towards Hammerfest closes for 5–15 days each winter and
changes your day.

Kvænangsfjellet closes in storms; the detour is through Finland,
about 700 km.

In Norway, summer tyres are forbidden on winter roads, and the
minimum tread depth is 3 mm.

W H E N  T O  G O

Ideal: 20 November – 15 December. Whales at their peak,
Christmas already running in Rovaniemi.

Avoid: 20–27 December — double prices and a queue for Santa,
the same whales.

Know: the whales follow the herring, from October to the end of
January.

Forget: Nordkapp. Polar night, plough-led convoy, cancelled in
bad weather.

N O R W A Y  —  R O A D S  A N D  T Y R E S

Under 3.5 t, winter tyres are not required by law — but summer
tyres are banned on winter roads, and the minimum tread is 3 mm.

In Troms and Finnmark the period runs 16 October – 30 April.
Studs must go on every wheel.

AutoPASS: on road tolls, under 3.5 t you pay the car rate. Ferries,
however, charge by length rather than weight — a camper over six
metres falls into a different class from a car. Register well before
you leave.

Check vegvesen.no on the morning of the stage. Kvænangsfjellet,
with the tunnels opened in 2023–2024, is far more reliable now,
but it too closes in a storm; the detour runs through Finland, some
700 km. The E8 to Kilpisjärvi closes in high wind and runs in
convoy.

F I N L A N D  A N D  T H E  B O R D E R

Winter tyres are required in winter conditions, 1 November to 31
March, with a minimum tread of 3 mm.

Finland has no road tolls and no vignette. Every road cost on this
route sits on the Norwegian side.

The Karigasniemi crossing is open around the clock with no
formalities — but you move from euros to Norwegian kroner.

Norway runs 30–50% dearer on food and fuel. Do the big shop in
Finland.

T H E  C A M P E R  A T  − 3 0  ° C

Payload A 3.5 t camper carries 300–500 kg. Winter adds chains,
heavy clothing, food bought against Norwegian prices and a full
water tank, which is another 100 kg. Weigh it loaded before you
leave.

Diesel Enter Finland with the tank nearly empty and fill up there.
December runs between −25 and −35 °C, and diesel brought from
home waxes in the filter.

Gas Butane will not vaporise in the cold, and your bottle cannot
be exchanged in Finland or Norway: different systems, different
fittings. The clean answer is diesel heating.

Batteries LiFePO4 will not take a charge below 0 °C without
heated cells. This is what catches most people out: the battery
looks fine, it just stops charging.

Water Tanks freeze unless they sit in a heated double floor. The
realistic answer for most campers is to run dry: bottled water, grey
water in a container kept inside.
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F R E Q U E N T L Y  A S K E D  Q U E S T I O N S

When can you see the northern lights on this route?
The route's window is 20 November to 15 December, when the polar
night gives the most hours of darkness. The aurora is never guaranteed
on any night; it shows only under a clear sky.

How is a camper classed on Norwegian ferry fares?
They charge by vehicle length, not weight — a camper over six metres
falls into a different class from a car. On road tolls, under 3.5 t you pay
the car rate.

Can you drive in Lapland in winter in an ordinary camper?

The roads, yes — compliant winter tyres, arctic diesel bought in the
north, and the main routes are cleared constantly. The camper is the hard
part: at −30 °C butane will not vaporise and your cylinder cannot be
swapped in Finland or Norway, LiFePO4 batteries will not charge below
zero without heated cells, and the water tanks freeze unless they sit in a
heated double floor. Without diesel heating and water by jerrycan, an
ordinary camper will not hold up.

How long is the route?
About 1,800 km as a loop, 13 to 15 days, through Finland and Norway.

T H E  R U L E  O F  T H E  R O A D

“On this route you do not pay for the view, you pay for warmth.
The aurora, the fjord and the whales cost nothing.

What costs is staying awake and warm enough to see them.”

Documentary check: September 2026. Places, hours and conditions change — check them before you leave.

M A D E T O E X P L O R E . E U T H E  A R C T I C  R O A D 5


